URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  WEST  BRIDGFORD. 


INTERIM  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEARS  1~939,  &  1  9W 


Council  Offices, 

The  Hall, 

West  Bridgford. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  September,  1941* 

the  West  Bridgford  Urban  District 

Councils 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
contained  in  Circulars  2067  and  231 4#  dated  19th  July,  1940  and 
26th  March,  1941?  respectively,  only  a  brief  interim  report  is 
submitted  for  the  years  1939  and  1940,  to  be  followed  after  the 
termination  of  the  war  by  a  report  dealing  more  fully  with  the 
period  from  the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last  complete 
year,  giving  separate  statistics  for  each  year,  in  order  that 
the  annual  records  may,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  continuous  and 
complete. 

The  Minister  advises  that  the  interim  reports  should  be 
confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  arising  from  or  connected 
with  the  war,  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  and  any  exceptional 
administrative  measures  taken  or  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  no 
epidemic  (other  than  measles)  has  occurred  locally  and  that  in 
spite  of  the  disturbance  of  normal  routine  no  very  exceptional 
circumstance  affecting  the  health  of  the  people  has  arisen. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  figures  are  given  in  my 
quarterly  reports  to  the  Health  Committee  from  which  members 
could  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  I 
have  thought  it  advisable  to  include  some  of  the  usual  vital 
statistics  and  other  relative  information  in  this  report*  I  beg 
to  refer  members  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1938  for  comparison, 
especially  to  the  table  on  page  7?  giving  the  figures  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  rate  for  West  Bridgford 
for  1940  does  not  reflect  the  national  increase  (to  the  highest 
figure  since  the  influenza  epidemic  of  1918)  which  was  in  part 
due  to  the  increased  mortality  during  the  severe  weather  of  the 
first  quarter  of  that  year. 

The  year  1939  saw  the  completion  of  twenty  houses  at  Wilford, 
built  to  accommodate  tenants  displaced  from  unfit  houses.  This 
was  West  Bridgford’ s  first  programme  under  the  ’’Slum  Clearance” 
Acts,  the  prevailing  high  standard  having  made  previous  action 
unnecessary. 

Public  Health  legislation  during  the  period  hardly  requires 
mention.  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  force  on 
1st  October,  1939,  and  the  essential  new  work  under  the  Act, 
such  as  registration  of  food  premises,  was  carried  through  by 
Mr.  Eckersley,  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  October,  1939> 
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Although  no  figures  relative  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  given  in  the  report  his  work  has  not  only  retained 
its  importance  hut  in  some  respects  has  assumed  additional 
responsibility  and  its  volume  has  not  decreased.  Movements  of 
the  population  and  the  presence  of  the  military  have  sometimes 
created  problems  and  during  this  period  a  special  effort  has 
been  made  to  deal  with  rats  which  are  a  real  nuisance  in  the 
district. 

I  have  to  thank  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your  consideration  and 
support  during  a  period  of  stress  when  most  of  the  work  of  your 
Medical  Officer  has  been  outside  the  sphere  of  normal  Public 
Health  activities. 


I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Tours  faithfully, 

Wm.  B.  WATSON. 


Chairman  of  Health  Committee  -  Mr.  P.A.  Izzott,  J.P. ,  C.C. 


Public  Health  Officers 

W.  B.  Watson,  L.R.C.Po,  L.R.C.S.,  D,P.H.  ,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
J*  Eckersley,  A.R.S.Io,  R.P. ,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

H.  Carmichael,  M.I.M.&  Cy.E. ,  MoR.SoI.,  Engineer  &  Surveyor. 
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STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  3>501 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  March,  6,950 

1940) 

Rateable  value  (end  of  March,  1940)  £196,935* 

Product  of  penny  rate  per  annum  (1940)  £776. 


1939 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 


population,  mid-1939  21,340. 

Live  Births  196. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  9* 

Deaths  266 

i 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000)  population  12. 

Corrected  Death  Rate.  11. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 

age  (per  1,000  live  births)  15* 

There  was  one  maternal  death. 


1940 

Population  (R.G. ’s  Estimate) 

Live  Births 
Birth  Rate 
Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 

There  was  one  maternal  death. 

Housing. 


22,490. 

228. 

10. 

272 

12. 

10. 

34* 


1939 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  by  the  20 

Local  Authority. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  by  159 

private  enterprise. 


acres. 


2  (England^  g^les 

4  (Eng.&  Wales  12.1) 
4 

3  (Eng.&  Wales  50) 

1  (Eng,&  Wales  14*6) 

1  (Eng.&  Wales  14#3) 
9 

8  (Eng.&  Wales  55) 
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Infectious  Disease. 


There  was  no  local  epidemic  of  a  notifiable  disease  during 
the  two  years  under  review  with  the  exception  of  measles,  which 
became  notifiable  in  October,  1939,  and  which  was  prevalent 
during  1940  when  330  cases  were  notified,  with  no  deaths. 
Cerebrr- spinal  fever  has  had  an  increased  incidence  throughout 
the  Country  but  West  Bridgford  had  only  two  cases  during  the 
period  under  review,  both  in  1940. 

.  .r:  '  i'  SJ  ‘  c  '  J  C-  -L  1  — 

•  c*  % 

Hospital  accommodation  had  to  be  found  for  seventeen 
oases  of  infectious  disease  during  1939  and  eight  in  1940. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  accommodation  has  been  more 
easily  obtained,  a  system  of  co-operation  prevailing  through¬ 
out  the  Country  during  the  war.  A  debt  of  gratitude  is 
owing  to  the  Derby  Corporation  for  their  ready  acceptance  of 
the  two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  one  of  enteric 
fetfer,  diseases  not  treated  at  the  Basford  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  provision  of  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
South  Nottinghamshire  area  seems  as  far  off  as  ever.  Efforts 
are  beihg  made  to  provide  a  temporary  one  and  huts  are  being 
erected  at  Mansfield  and  Basford  to  supplement  existing 
accommodation. 

In  December,  1940,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a 
Circular  urging  all  Local  Authorities  to  arrange  for  the 
immunisation  of  the  child  population  against  diphtheria. 

The  work  in  West  Bridgford  commenced  early  in  1941  and  after 
the  first  drive  was  finished (when  1,473  children  had  been 
inoculated)  a  special  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committeec  A  regular  clinic  has  now  been  established  to 
maintain  the  continuity  of  the  work. 


